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CHAPTERONE

THECONCEPTOFCITIZENSHIPEDUCATION

Everysocietyiscomposedofthreecategoriesofhumangroups.Thesearethe

1.Goodcitizens

2.Badcitizens

3.Thepassivecitizens

In a freedemocraticsociety,allthesecitizensareentitled to certain Rightsand

Freedoms.RightsaredescribedasBirthRightsandinadditiontobirthrights,society

alsogivestheindividualcertainfreedoms.However,therearethosewhoseem tobe

totallyignorantofboththeirrightsandresponsibilities.Theseposeproblemstothe

individual’spersonalachievementsaswellasthecountry’seffortstodevelop.Thisis

becauseinasmuchasweclaim ourrights,wefailtodischargetheresponsibilities

associatedwiththem.

Whoisacitizen?

Acitizenisanindividualwhobybirth,honournaturalizationandregistrationisalegal

memberastate.The1992constitutionofGhanadefinesacitizenasapersonwhois

accepted as a Ghanaian either by reason of birth, by adoption or by

registration(naturalization).AllcitizenofGhanahasrightsandresponsibilitiestothe

RepublicofGhana.

A“citizen”isamemberofapoliticalcommunity,whichisdefinedbyasetofrightsand

obligations.“Citizenshipthereforerepresentsarelationshipbetweentheindividualand

thestate,inwhichthetwoareboundtogetherbyreciprocalrightsandobligations”

(Heywood1994).

Citizenshipsimplymeansmembershipofacountryorthelegalrightofbelongingtoa

particularcountry.ThismeansthatallGhanaianarecitizensormembersofGhana;

hence,theyholdthenationalityofGhana.T.H.Marshall(1950)definedcitizenshipas

‘fullmembershipofacommunity’.Accordingtohim,citizenshipisconstitutedbythree

elements:civil,politicalandsocial(whichareresumedinthefollowingscheme).

Bogdanor(1991)opinesthatcitizenshipistherelationshipbetweentheindividualand

thestateandamongindividualswithinastate.Hewentontostatefourmajordomains

ofcitizenship,namely:civil,political,socio-economicandcollective/culturaldimensions.

thecivildomain ofcitizenship isawayoflifewherecitizensdefineand pursue

commonly held goals related to democratic conceptions ofsociety.Itinscribes
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fundamentalcommunityvalues,rightsoftheindividualcitizenandtherightsofprivate

interestgroups and associations.Itincludes freedom ofspeech,expression and

equalitybeforethelaw. Hesaw thepoliticaldomainastherightsanddutieswith

respecttopoliticalsystem.Hesaw thesocio-economicdomainofcitizenshipasthe

relationshipamongindividualsinasocietalcontextandtorightsofparticipationin

politicalspaces.He said thatsocialcitizenship refers to the relationship among

individualsin asocietyand demandsloyaltyand solidarity.Again,hestated that

economiccitizenshipreferstotherelationofanindividualtowardsthelabourand

consumermarketandimpliestherighttoworkandtoaminimum subsistencelevel.

Onthecollectivedomainofcitizenship,asthemannerinwhichsocietiestakeinto

accounttheincreasingculturaldiversityinsocieties,diversityduetoagreateropenness

ofothercultures,toglobalmigrationandtoincreasedmobility.Hefurtherstatedthat

collectivecitizenshipreferstoawarenessofacommonculturalheritage.Tohim this

componentincludesthequestforrecognitionofcollectiverightsforminorities.The

culture-state relationship is based upon human rights which recognize an

anthropologicaldimensionofapersonandwhichimpliesacertainconceptionof

humanbeings,theirdignityandtheaffirmationoflegalequalityagainstallformsof

discriminationonthebasisofmembershipinaparticulargrouporcategory

According to Veldhuis (1997),these four(4)domains hold implications forthe

processesofcitizenship.Thepoliticaldomain requiresknowledgeofthepolitical

system,democratic attitudes and participatoryskills.The socioeconomic domain

requiresknowledgeofsocialrelationsinsociety,socialskillsaswellasvocational

training and economic skills forjob-oriented and othereconomic activities.The

collective/culturaldomainrequiresknowledgeoftheculturalheritage,historyandbasic

skillssuchasgoodliteracyskills.

WAYSOFACQUIRINGCITIZENSHIPINGHANA

TheconstitutionofGhanaclearlyexplainshow individualsqualifytobeacitizenin

chapterthree(3)ofthe1992constitution.

Thelawoutlines3maincategoriesofnationality.Hence,apersoncanbeacitizenby

Birth,RegistrationthroughmarriageandbyNaturalization.Asidethesethree(3)main

categories,onecanbecomeacitizenofGhanathroughfoundlingandadoption.

NationalitybyBirth

UndertheGhanaianlaw,nationalitybybirthisdeterminedbythedateandyearthe

personwasborn.Forexample,ifyouwerebornbefore6thMarch1957,thenyouarea

citizenofGhanabybirthifyouwereborninGhanaandoneofyourparentswerebornin
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GhanaoroneofyourgrandparentswasborninGhana.

NationalitybyRegistrationandMarriage

Whereapersonisacitizenofanycountry,suchapersonmaybecomeacitizenof

Ghanabyapplicationandapproval.Suchapersonmustbeofgoodcharacter,resident

inGhanaforatleast5years(orashorterperiodinspecialcircumstances)beforethe

applicationandmustbeabletospeakanindigenousGhanaianlanguage.

Also,whereanon-citizenmarriesacitizenofGhana,byproperapplication,thatperson

canregistertobeacitizenofGhana.Wherethereisadissolutionofmarriage,sucha

personcontinuestobeacitizenunlessthecitizenshipisrenounced.Theregistrationis

doneaftertheoath ofallegianceistaken and theperson becomesa citizen by

registrationfrom thedatestatedonthecertificateofRegistration.

NationalitybyNeutralization

ApersonisacitizenofGhanabyneutralizationwheresuchapersonhasappliedtothe

MinisterandapprovedbythePresidentofGhana.Suchapersonbecomesacitizen

afterthecertificateofneutralizationhasbeenissuedandoathofallegianceswornto.

Nationalitybyfoundling

ApersonisacitizenofGhanabyfoundlingandpresumedtobeacitizenbybirthwhere

thepersonisunder7yearsandwasfoundinGhanaandsuchperson’sparentsare

unknown.

NationalitybyAdoption

ApersonisacitizenofGhanabyadoptionifthatpersonislessthan16yearsandthe

adoptedparentsareGhanaians.

DualNationality

DualNationalityisacceptableundertheGhanaianlaws.ThismeansthataGhanaian

canholdcitizenshipinanyothercountryandstillholdcitizenshipinGhana.However,a

personwithadualnationalitycannotholdcertainpublicofficesandcannotbea

MemberofParliamentorSpeakerofParliament.TheSupremeCourtofGhanahas

givenreasonsthatpeoplewithdualnationalitycannotholdpublicofficesbecauseof

theissueofconflictofinterest,nationalsecurity,andstateallegiancetoGhanaand

confidentiality.

QualitiesofaGoodCitizen

Thefollowingqualitiesdescribesomeonewhoisagoodcitizen

a.She/heshouldpayallegiancetotheideasofdemocracy
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b.She/hemustbeawareofsocialproblemsandtriestohelpsolvethem

c.Thegoodcitizenseekstomeetbasichumanneedssuchasfoodclothingandshelter

d.She/herecognizestheinterdependenceofallpeopleinafamily,school,community,

nationalandtheworldrelationships

e.Thecitizenisexpectedtousehisacquiredknowledge,skillsandabilityinenhancing

theprocessofdemocraticliving(Tamakloeetal1992).

CITIZENSHIPEDUCATION

Citizenshipeducationdenotesthedevelopmentofideasbeliefs,habitsbehaviourand

attitudesofpeoplesothattheymaybecomeusefulmembersofsocietyandcontribute

theirshareforimprovementofsociety.MudaliarCommissionasquotedinAggarwal

(1982),citizenshipindemocracyisveryexactingandchallengingresponsibilityfor

whicheverycitizenhastobetrained.Itinvolvesmanyintellectualsocietalandmoral

qualities.Itcanalsobesaidthatitiscitizenshipeducationthatprovidesthelearnerwith

theknowledgeskillandattitudesnecessarytoparticipateinmoderndemocracy.

According to Jarolimek (1971),citizenship education is the preparation ofyoung

peoples to be human,rationalparticipatorycitizens in a world thatis becoming

increasinglyinterdependent.

Morrissett(1969)hintsthatideallycitizenshipreferstoinformedandmoraldecision-

makingaboutpoliticalissuesinvoting,obeyingthelawandpossiblyrunningforoffice.

Headdedthatcitizenshipalsoinvolvesintelligentthinkingandmoraldecision-making

concerningecology,firepreventionpublicandpersonalhealthamongothers

Citizenshipeducationcanalsobedefinedaseducatingchildren,from earlychildhood,

to become clear-thinking and enlightened citizens who participate in decisions

concerningsociety.‘Society’ishereunderstoodinthespecialsenseofanationwitha

confinedterritorywhichisrecognizedasastate.

Aknowledgeofthenation’sinstitutions,andalsoanawarenessthattheruleoflaw

appliesto socialand human relationships,obviouslyform partofanycitizenship

educationcourse.Takeninthissense,citizenshipeducationisbasedonthedistinction

between:

theindividualasasubjectofethicsandlaw,entitledtoalltherightsinherentinthe

humancondition(humanrights);and
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the citizen – entitled to the civiland politicalrights recognized bythe national

constitutionofthecountryconcerned.

GoalsofCitizenshipEducation

Thegoalsofcitizenshipeducationaretohelptheyoungpeoplebecomewellinformed,

hardworking,selfless,honestandresponsiblecitizens(Mensah1976).

Barth(1983)pointsoutfourgoalsofcitizenshipeducationasfollows;

a.Togainknowledgeaboutthehumanconditionswhichincludethepast,presentand

thefuture.

b.Toacquireskillsnecessarytoprocessinformation.

c.Todeveloptheskilltoexaminevaluesandbeliefs.

d.Toencouragetheapplicationofknowledgethroughactiveparticipationinsociety

Ineffect,thegoalsofcitizenshipeducationareclearlymeanttohelptheindividual

acquireknowledge,whichshe/hecanusetoprocessinformation,developskillsand

examinevaluesthroughtheapplicationofknowledge.

Aggarwal(1982)alsostressesthatcitizenshipeducationenablesanindividualto;

i.understandsthesocial,economicandpoliticalforcesthatareshapingthefacesof

theworld

ii.betolerantandbroadminded

iii.thinkclearlyandeffectivelywithoutanykindofprejudice

iv.makedecisionindependently

v.beapatriotinthetruesensewithacompositionoutlook

vi.bedevotedtofreedom

vii.beagoodleaderandfollower

viii.understandhisrightsandresponsibilities

ix.admithisfollies,ifany

x.earnshislivelihoodinanhonestway

xi.befirm againstheavyodds

xii.utilizehisleisureprofitable

xiii.actuponprinciplescourageously
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xiv.maintaininter-groupunderstanding

xv.havefaithindemocraticidealsoflife

xvi.believeinthequalityofman

xvii.haveagoaltomakefurtherprogress

AccordingtoASESP(1992),socialstudiesprogramme,whichhasthedevelopmentof

responsiblecitizenshipasitsgoals,mustthereforeprovidestudentswithskillsthat

allowthem to;

i.Gainknowledge

ii.Processinformation

iii.Examinevaluesandbeliefs

iv.Activelyparticipatesascitizensinsociety

v.In mostcases,these skills are expressed as Cognitive skills,Affective skills,

psychomotorskillsandsocial/interpersonalskills.

CHAPTERTWO

APPROACHESTOTEACHINGCITIZENSHIP

Inorderforcitizenshipseducationtotakeitsproperplaceinsocialstudies,thereisthe

need to provide everyopportunityforstudentto thinkforthemselves and make

decisionsontheirown.Thiscallforapproachestoteachingtheconcept

EXEMPLARYAPPROACH-Thisisbasedontheideathatexampleisbetterthanprecept.

Thesocialstudiesteachermustsetexamplesofidealbehaviourinrelationwithothers

tofollowhim orher.Theteachermustpracticewhatshe/heteaches.She/hemustnot

tellstudentstoobeythelawsofthelandwithouthim orherselffollowingthem.

EXPERIENCESERVICEAPPROACH–Thisisbasedontheprinciplethatexperienceis

thebestteacher.Thelearnermustbegivenagoodchanceforactiveandresponsible
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involvementintheactivitiesoftheschoolandcommunity.Suchexperiencecouldbe

obtainedthroughgroupsmethodsofteaching(discussion),classprojectsandgroup

competitions(debates,visitstoParliamentHouse,District,MunicipalandMetropolitan

meetings,celebrationofnationaldays,socialandstudentscouncils)

ACADEMICDISCIPLINEAPPROACH–Thisapproachteachesthefacts,conceptsand

generalizationsaboutsocialphenomena.Inteachingandlearningofsocialstudies,

conceptslikevoting,citizenshipandhumanrightscanbetreatedwhilststudentsarein

schoolsso thattheywillgrow with them.When thelearnersmastersuch skills,

concepts,factsetc.,theywillassistthem tomeetchallengesofcivicmatterswhether

anticipatedorunanticipated.

LAW RELATEDAPPROACH–Thisapproachprovideslegalframeworkforlearnersto

studylaw relatedissueswhileinschool.Forexample,informationonlegalconcepts

suchasthesystem ofjuvenilejustice,ruleoflaw,problem oflawenforcementagencies

andtheconstitutioncanbetreatedinclass.

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT APPROACH – Thisapproachattemptstoinvolvethe

studentstoreallifesituationsorexperiences.Thisismadepossiblewhenteachers

takestudentsonafieldtriptocommunitiestoletstudentshaveafeelofwhatis

happeningoverthere.Thestudentsmustbeencouragedtopayhousedues,participate

inclean-upcampaignsandattendfestivalsaswellastakingpartintheelectoral

processesinthecommunity.

INSTITUTIONALSCHOOLREFORM APPROACH–Inthisapproach,studentsaretaught

toobeyandrespecttheauthoritythatgovernsthem.Theschoolmustoffergood

exampleofrespecttoauthorityinanattempttoinculcatedemocraticprinciplesand

valuesinthelearners.Theschoolmustbegoverneddemocraticallysuchthatstudents

aswell,willhaveavoiceinenactingschoolrulesandregulations.Theteachershould

notin anywayintimidatehis/herstudentswith personaland selfish interestsof

studentsaretobetrainedindemocraticwayoflife.

CRITICALTHINKINGAPPROACH/METHOD-CriticalThinkinginvolvesone’sabilityto

interpretdataofvarioussortsandtogeneralizethem.Acriticalcitizenissomeonewho

cannotbemadetoacceptissueswithoutthoroughlyexaminingthem.She/hecannotbe

easilymanipulatedbyleadersandcanreasonablydrawhis/herowndecisions.Thiscan

beachievedthroughanalyzingthought-provokingissueswhichwillsetstudentsinto

thinking.
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CHAPTERTHREE

QUALITIES/RESPONSIBILITIESOFAGOODCITIZENS

THEFUNDAMENTALSOFGOODCITIZENSHIP

Goodcitizenshipmeanstoconductoneselfinaccordancewiththerights,duties,and

privilegesofbeing aninhabitantofageographicallocationbymeansofbirthor

naturalization

QUALITIESOFAGOODCITIZEN

Everycitizenofacountryisexpectedtopossesscertainqualities.Thefollowingare

someofthequalities‘youneedtoknowparticularlywithrespecttoGhana:

Beingloyaltothestate:Agoodcitizenmustbeloyaltohisorhercountryatalltimes.

Beingloyalmeansthatyouarefaithfulandcommittedtotheidealsandvisionsofthe

country.Aloyalcitizenwillprotecttheinterestofhisorhercountryandwouldnot
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disclosevitalnationalsecretsto“enemy”countries.

Promotenationalpride:Agoodcitizenpromotestheprestigeandgoodnameofhisor

hercountry.Heorshemustshow respecttonationalsymbols,laws,institutionsand

ceremonies.Wecanpromotenationalpridebysupportingournationalteamsandclubs

whentheyengageininternationalsportsandgames.Wecanalsopromotenational

pridebytakingactivepartinsocialactivitiessuchasgeneralcleaning,neighbourhood

protection,andothercommunityactivities.

DefendtheConstitution:Thedefenseoftheconstitutionandotherlawsofthecountry

isaverygoodattributesthatagoodcitizenmusthave.Wemustexposepeoplewhose

actionsunderminethestateandtheconstitutionoftheland.Wemustalsoresistall

oppressiverulesandallmannerofdisrespectforhumanrights,freedom andliberties.

Wecanalsodefendtheconstitutionbyactivelyparticipatinginallnationalexercises

suchasvotingduringtheelections,participatingincensuses,openforaandother

discussionsrelatingtogoodgovernance,constitutionalreviewandamendments.

Beingrespectfulandtoleranttoothersviews:Agoodcitizenmustrespecttherights,

freedomsandlegitimate(legal)interestsofotherpeople.Heorshemustdesistfrom

actionsthatmayaffectthewelfareorinterestofothers.A goodcitizenmustalso

toleratetheviews,opinions,andbeliefsofothersinsociety.Showingrespectand

toleranceforeachother’sviews,opinionsandbeliefswillfosternationalpeace,security

andunity.

Fostering nationalunity:Fostering nationalunity,living in harmony,peacefulco-

existencesandgoodneighbourlinessaregoodhallmarksofacitizen.Everycitizenmust

aspiretolivepeacefullywiththeirneighboursandotherpersonsinsociety.Thiscanbe

achievedwheneveryGhanaianunderstandseachotheratschool,home,workplace,

religiousplaceofworship,andwithinthecommunity.

Payingofratesandtaxes:Agoodcitizenmustdeclarehisorherincomehonestlyto

theappropriateandlawfulagenciesandpayalltaxliabilitiestothestate.Personal

incometax,valueaddedtax,tollsandlevies,importandexportduties,corporatetax,

andpropertyratesaresomekeytaxesandlevieswemustpayascitizensofGhana.By

paying ourtaxes,ratesand levies,wearecontributing to theprovision ofsocial

amenitiesandsupportingthegovernmentorassembliestomeettheirexpenditures.

Goodcitizenshipbehaviors

THEDUTIESANDRESPONSIBILITIESOFGHANAIANCITIZENS

Responsibilitiesaredutiesorrolesthatthestateexpectsfrom itscitizens.Everycitizen
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isexpectedtoperform certainbasicfunctionsordutiesashisorhercontributiontothe

state.Rightand responsibilities go together. There can be no rights without

responsibilities.Thecitizenisequallyobligedtoperform certaindutiesinreturnfor

theseservices.Theresponsibilitiesexpectedofacitizenincludethefollowing:

Showingloyaltytothestate:

Thebasicdutyofacitizenisloyaltytohiscountry.WeoweitadutyasGhanaiansto

holdallegiance(loyalty)toourcountryandbefaithfulatalltimes.Thisloyaltyiswhat

weexpressinournationalanthem andpledge.Loyaltyalsorequiresthatweholddear

theideasofthestateandbepreparedtodieforthecommongoodofthecountry.

Paymentoftaxes:

Citizensmustpaytheirtaxestothestateinordertodevelopthecountry.Wemustbe

honestindeclaringouractualincomesothatthetaxcollectingagenciesofthestate

canproperlyaccessusfortaxationpurposes.

Participatinginpoliticalactivities:

Wemusttakepartinallnationalelectionse.g.Presidentialandparliamentaryelections.

Citizensmustalsobepreparedtoform orjoinanypoliticalpartyinordertochampion

theirwelfareandinterest.Thiswillhelpustoexpressouropinionsandtakeactivepart

inthedecision-makingprocessinthecountry.

Protectionofstateproperty:

Nationalassets(property)areacquiredwiththetaxpayer’smoneyorloans;henceevery

citizenmusthelptoprotectthem.Statebuildings,roads,schools,hospitals,water

bodies(river,lakes,lagoons,andpondsandsprings)andnationalparksmustbe

safeguardforthefuturegenerations.

Servingthenation:

Allcitizensmustworkandservethenationwithzeal,happinessandenthusiasm.

Doctors,teachers,sports’personalities,armedforces,civilandpublicservantsaswell

asordinarycivilianmustplayparttomovethenationforward.Wemustbewillingto

acceptpostingstoanypartofthecountryaspartofacivicresponsibility.Thiswill

makeourservicesandGod-giventalentsbenefitallcitizensofthestate.

Assistingnationalinstitutions:

Wemustassistandco-operatewiththepolice,armedforcesandotherinstitutionsby

providingthem withinformation,dataandmaterialsupport.Agoodcitizenmustappear

beforeacourtoracommitteeofenquiryorlawfulinstitutionstohelpinsettingdisputes
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orcases.Passingvitalinformationtothesecurityagenciestoenablethem detectcrime

andapprehendallmisfits(lawbreakers)inoursocietyareourcivicdutyasGhanaians.

Beingobedienttothelawsofthestate:

Acitizenofacountryowesitadutytoobeythelawsoftheland.Thisisbecauselaws

aremadetoprotecttheinterestofeverybody.Therefore,wemustobeythelawsofthe

land(Ghana)ascivicresponsibility.

Defendingthe1992ConstitutionofGhana

AcitizenofGhanaismandatedbythe1992Constitutiontodefenditatalltimes.This

can be done by exposing people who are planning to overthrow constitutional

Governments.

Respectingtherightsofothers:

Citizensshouldalsorespecttherightsofotherpersonsinsociety.Theymustensure

thattheylivepeacefullywithotherpeoplebybeingsensitivetotheirneeds,plight,and

circumstances.

VoluntaryServices

Acitizenisexpectedtoofferhisorherservicestohisnation.Duringcommunallabour

incommunitiesortowns,oneisexpectedtoofferhis/herservicesfreeofcharge.An

individualmustofferNationalServicetothecountry.

REASONSWHYCITIZENSSHOULDPERFORM THEIRRESPONSIBILITIES
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CHAPTERFOUR

MEANINGOFFUNDAMENTALHUMANRIGHTSANDFREEDOMS

WhatareHumanRights?

FundamentalHumanRights

Thismeansthebasicrightsthatform thefoundationofhumanlibertyanddignity.

Edmund Burke defines FundamentalHuman Rights as the conditions which are

inalienabletoapersonandwhichneedtobeprotectedbylaw.Itisabirthrightevery

individualisentitledtoandcannotbedenied.

Humanrightsareclaimsordemands,whicheverylivingpersonshouldhaveorbeable

toaccessorenjoy.Itthereforegoeswithoutsayingthatwhenwesayonehastheright

tolive,itmeansnoonehasthepowertotakeawaythelifeofanotherpersonbecauseit

ishisrighttoclaim orhavehislife.ORHumanrightsarecommonlyunderstoodas

beingthoserightswhichareinherenttothehumanbeing.

Theconceptofhumanrightsacknowledgesthateverysinglehumanbeingisentitledto

enjoyhisorherhumanrightswithoutdistinctionastorace,colour,sex,language,

religion,politicalorotheropinion,nationalorsocialorigin,property,birthorotherstatus.

However,wesometimeseethatsomepeoplearedeprivedoftherighttolivee.g.Firing

squad.Onecanbedeprivedofhis/herrighttoliveifhe/shetakestherightoflifeof

somebodyunlawfullyorintentionally.
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Characteristicsofhumanrights

Therearefivebasictenetsunderlyinghumanrightsastheyapplytoallpeople.

Humanrightsare:

 Universalinthattheybelongtoallpeopleequallyregardlessofstatus.Allpeople

arebornfreeandequalindignityandrights.

 Inalienableinthattheymaynotbetakenawayortransferred.Peoplestillhave

humanrightsevenwhentheirgovernmentsviolatethoserights.

 Interconnected because the fulfillmentorviolation ofone rightaffectsthe

fulfillmentofallotherrights.

 Indivisibleasnorightcanbetreatedinisolation.Noonerightismoreimportant

thananother.

 Non-discriminatoryinthathumanrightsshouldberespectedwithoutdistinction,

exclusion,restriction,orpreferencebasedonrace,color,age,nationalorethnic

origin,language,religion,sex,oranyotherstatus,whichhasthepurposeor

effectofimpairingtheenjoymentofhumanrightsandfundamentalfreedoms.

Rights are freedoms and privileges thatevery citizen ofa country mustenjoy

unconditionally.

RightsareGodgivenornaturalprivilegesthatmustbeprovidedbylawandprotectedby

thestate.Theyarefundamentaltotheexistingandsurvivalofthehumanrace.

Rightsareprovidedforbytheconstitutionorthelawsofacountry;hencetheymustbe

guaranteed,respected,andprovidedatalltimes.

FeaturesofRights

1.Theyareclaimsonsociety.

2.Theyareobligationssocietyhastofulfill

3.Theyaresocialdemands.

4.Theyaresupportedbylaw.

5.Theyareentitlementofindividualcitizens.

Typesoffundamentalhumanrights

The1992ConstitutionofGhanarecognizescertainrights,freedoms,andprivileges

whicharegenerallytermedFundamentalHumanRights.
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ThemainrightsandfreedomsinmostConstitutionsareclassifiedinto:

1.Legalrights

2.Politicalrights

3.Economicrights

4.Naturalrights

5.Socialright.

NaturalRights

Everyindividualcitizenisentitledtolife.Thestateoranindividualcannotdepriveone

ofhisorherrighttoliveinanunlawfulmanner.Foranindividualtoenjoytheserights,

he/sheisentitledtobasicfreedoms.

Theseare:

a)Freedom from tortureandinhumantreatment

b)Freedom ofmovement

c) Freedom tojoinanyreligiousgrouporbodyandtoworshipthewayhe/shelikes

withoutrestraint

d)Freedom tojoinanyassociationformedforlawfulpurposes

e)Freedom ofspeech.

PoliticalRights

Theserightsarealsocalledconstitutionalrights.

a) itconfersonanindividualtherighttovoteandtoseekpoliticalofficeinone’s

communityorcountry

b)Itgivesrighttoform apoliticalpartyorjoinanypoliticalgroupsofone’schoice.

c) Everycitizenhastherighttoparticipatefullyinagovernmentandcriticizeorto

expresshisopiniononanyissue
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Foranindividualtoenjoypoliticalrights,everystatemustrecognizethefreedom ofthe

individualtofreespeechandtherightofassembly.

3.EconomicRights

Aneconomicrightgivestheindividualtherighttobeemployedortoworktoearna

decentliving.

a)Itconfersontheindividualtherighttoownland,business,housesandallformsof

property.

b)Italsomeansthatoneshouldnotbediscriminatedagainstonapplyingforajobon

thegroundsofsex,tribe,statusetc.

c)Italsoallowstheindividualtheuseofhislawfullyacquiredincometobuyandown

propertyhesodesire.

Economicfreedom enhancesproductiondistributionandconsumptionofproductsof

society

4.SocialRights

SocialRightsrefertotheprivilegeswhichenableonetouseanypublicfacility.These

include:

a)EducationalRights

Acitizenhasarighttobeeducatedandinanyschoolofhischoice

5.LegalRights

a)Legalrightsconferonanindividualtherighttoseeklegalaidorhaveeasyaccessto

lawtosueorbesued.

b)Wheretheindividual’srightshavebeenabusedundulythatindividualshouldhave

therighttosueorbesued.

c)Legalrightsprotecttheindividualfrom arbitraryarrest,detentionwithouttrialand

banishmentwithoutanyjustification.

d)Italsoprotectstheindividualfrom unjustifiedabuseofpower,oppression,coercion

andinhumantreatment

ExistenceofCommissionofHumanRightsandAdministrativeJustice

ThisbodyischargedwithdealingwithallcaseofhumanabusesintheGhanaian

society. Itdealswithhumanrightviolationsbyindividuals,thegovernmentandits
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agencies. ItistheofficialwatchdogofhumanrightsinGhana. Itisoneofthe

provisionsof1992FourthRepublicanConstitution

RightsofaStudent

1.Rightofaccesstoschoolfacilities

2.Righttojoinanystudentgrouporclubofyourchoice

3.Righttobetaught

4.Righttoparticipateinclasses

5.Righttoschoollibraryanddininghall

6.Righttobeassessedfairly,etc.

WAYSINWHICHFUNDAMENTALHUMANRIGHTSANDFREEDOMSCANBEABUSED

1.Domesticslavery:

Engaginggirlsandboysbelow18yearsaslabourersordomesticservantsamountsto

theabuseoftheirrights.

Itisunlawfulforanypersontobeheldinslaveryorservitudeorperform forcedlabour

asstatedinthe1992Constitution.

2.Childlabour:

Everychildhastherighttothesamepositivetreatment,maintenanceandspecialcare

todevelophisorhertalent.

Therefore,itiswrongorunlawfultotortureachild,forcehim orhertoworkunder

dangerousorriskyconditions,punish,degradeordeprivehim orherofeducation,

health,socialandeconomicbenefits.

3.Sextrade:

Thisinvolvestheuseofchildrenandunder–agedgirlsassexworkersorprostitutes.It

isaninfringementoftherightofanindividualtobeforcedintoanyform ofsextrade-

prostitution,indecentformsofexposure,lesbianism orhomosexuals.

4.Discrimination:

Discrimination means treating people in a bad way (unfair) or giving special

considerationtoothersbasedoncertainorconditionssuchassex,ethnicity,religious

considerationsandstatusinsociety.
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InGhana,discriminationtakesvariousformsandsomeofwhicharegender(sex),

religions,social,political,ethnic,creedandeconomicstatus(wealth).

Noindividualshouldbegivendifferenttreatmentbasedonanyoftheconsiderations

mentionedorlistedabove.Thisisbecause;allpersonsareequalbeforethelawsofthe

state.

5.Personswithdisabilities:

Manypeoplewithdisabilitiesaresubjectedtomanyabuses.

Thistakestheform oflookingdownonthem,notofferingthem jobopportunities,and

constructingbuildingsthatarenotfriendlytothem.

Itiswrongtoexploitthephysicallyormentallychallengedpersonsinsociety.

6.Deprivingmedicalcareofsickpersons:

Somepeopledeprivesickpersonsoftheirrighttomedicalcare.

Itisaconstitutionalrightforanysickpersontohaveaccesstomedicalcare.

Asickpersonwhocannottalkorgiveconsentshallbedeprivedofmedicaltreatment.

7.Womenandtheweakinsociety:

Womenareabusedonvariousgrounds.Examplesarebeating,maritalrape,female

genitalmutilation,widowhoodrights,pubertyrites,trokosianddiscrimination.

8.Bullying:

Inmostbasicandsecondcycleinstitutions,seniorgiveoutharshtreatmenttojuniors

forminoroffencesorfornoapparentreason.

Bullyingisagainsthumanrightsandispunishablebyschoolrulesandregulations.

9.Childkidnapping:

Someindividualsengageinkidnappingofchildren.Someofthechildrenaresoldto

otherpeople.Theyareusedforminorjobsandsomearedeprivedofeducation.

Thosefrom richhomesandkidnappedandransom (money)isdemandedinexchange

forthechild.

10.Childtrafficking:

SomechildrenaresenttofishingcommunitiesalongtheRiverVoltawheretheyare

usedforfishingexpedition.Someofthem aredeprivedofeducation,food,clothingand

adequateshelter.Othersaresenttococoafarmstoworkonforms.
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CONDITIONSFORCURTAILINGFUNDAMENTALHUMANRIGHTSOFINDIVIDUALS

Theprivilegesandrightsofacitizenmaybedeniedorlimitedin:

1.PresidentialPower

Thefundamentalrightsofacitizencanbecurtailedforsecurityreasons. Where

nationalsecurityisthreatened,thePresidentcaninvokespecialpowersconferredon

him bytheConstitutiontorestorelaw andorder. Thoughparliamentaryapprovalis

necessary,thiscannotpreventhim from usingtheemergencypowerstorestorelaw

andorder.AnexampleofPresidentialpoweristheuseofcurfews.

2.InfirmityofMindandBody

Personswhoarementallyandphysicallyunsoundhavetobeisolatedfrom society.

Thislimitstheirrightstoexercisetheirfreedom ofmovementsetc.

3.LawBreakers

Thestatehastherighttopreventcrimeandtostoptheactivitiesoflawbreakers.When

arrested,tried and found guilty,the state can curtailtheirmovements through

imprisonment.

4.CitizenswithCertainContagiousDiseases

Thiscaneasilyspread,soherethestatemaylimitone’sfreedom andrights.Bykeeping

suchpeopleinisolatedareas,theyarepreventedfrom exercisingtheirright.

5.Non-PaymentofTaxes

Whereanindividualrefusetohonourhistaxobligationstothestate,hecanbedetained

andfreedom limited.Again,refusingtoplayT.V.licenseandwaterbillsmayattract

disconnectionorimprisonment.

6.UnlawfulAttempttoOverthrowtheGovernment

Assemblinginanywayandpossessingarmswithaviewtooverthrowtheconstitution

attractadeathpenaltywhenfoundguilty.Insurrectioninthearmyandpoliceareacts

againstthestate.Culpritsarrestedmayendupinjail.From theabovewerealizethat

thecitizenhastherighttomakeclaimsonthestate.Atthesametime,theindividual

shouldalsoperform certainduties.Failuretoobligeresultsinimpositionsof

a) Imprisonment

b) Restrictions

c) Banishment
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d) Confiscation

e) DeathPenalty

REASONWHYHUMANRIGHTSABUSEOCCURINGHANA

ManypeopleinGhanaareabusedoftheirrightsandfreedom ondailybasis.

Manyreasonsareassignedfortheseabuses.

BelowaresummariesofthereasonswhyhumanrightsabusestillpersistsinGhana:

1.Illiteracy:

Thosewhoarenoteducatedformallyarehighlyatrisktoallformsofabuses.

Thisisbecausemostofthem havelittleknowledgeoftherightsandfreedom theyare

entitledto.Asaresult,otherstakeadvantageofthesituationtoperpetuateallkindsof

abusesagainstthem.

2.Poverty:

Thehighcostoflitigationorseekinglegalredresstoone’sproblemsortofightabuse

doesnotfavourmanypoorpeopleinsociety.Thecostofsolicitingorhiringtheservices

ofanattorneyoralawyerisfarbeyondthereachofmanypeopleinGhana.Asaresult,

manydonotseeklegalsolutionstotheirproblems.

3.Fear:

Manypeopledonotreportabusestothesecurityagenciesbecausetheyfeartobear

theconsequencesoftheiractions.Arapedvictim,forexamplewillnotcomplainor

reportitforfearofthesocialstigmaandisolation.Sometimestheattackers(abusers)

threatentheirvictimswithdeathandseverbeatings.

4.Apathy:

Thedesirebymanyabusedpersonstobelessconcernedaboutthesituationdoesnot

helpmatters.Theunwillingnesstoexposeabusersandtofightforone’srightsand

freedom havecontributedabusesinGhana.

Manypeoplehavelittleornottrustfortheinstitutionsofstateresponsiblefordealing

with abuses.They keep theirproblem to themselves ratherthan exposing the

perpetrators.

5.Experiencefrom militaryregimes:
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Pastmilitaryregimesandtheexperiencesofhumanrightsabuseshavecontributedto

thecontinuousabusesbysomestateinstitutions.

6.Lackofpoliticalrepresentation:

Democracyisassociatedwithmajorityrule.Theminorityandvulnerablegroupsarenot

wellrepresentedatthenationallevelandtheseopendoorsforsomeoftheirrightsto

beabused.Mostlawsenactedbythelegislatureorparliamentseektheinterestand

welfareofthemajorityinGhanawithlittleregardfortheminorities.

7.Greed/lackofsympathy:

Manyadultsabusetherightofchildren,womenandthesickfortheirpersonalgreedor

lackofsympathy.Forexample,parentsorguardianswhogiveouttheirchildrento

agentsforfishingdoessofortheirpersonalinterest.

8.Ignorance:

Manypeopleallow themselvestobeabusedduetoignoranceoftheirrightsandthe

lawsthatprotectthem.Forexample,children,womenandsickpersonsareabuseddue

tolackofinformationoftheirrightsandfreedom.

WAYSBYWHICHHUMANRIGHTSABUSESCANBEPREVENTED

1.Constitutionalchecks:

TheentireChapterFiveofthe1992ConstitutionofGhanaisontheFundamental

HumanRightsandFreedom.ItgivesConstitutionalprotectiontoindividualsinthe

country.

TheprovisionsintheChapterFiveareentrenchedorrigid(verydifficulttochange)due

totheirimportanceandthesignificanceinprotectinghumanrights.

The Constitution also imposes its checks and balances on the three arms of

government.Forexample,Parliamentcannotmakeanylaw thataffectsthehuman

rightsofanindividualinGhana.

TheJudiciary(courts)candeclaretheExecutive(presidency)actionsthataffectthe

rightsandfreedom ofthepeopleasunconstitutional.Theycannotbeenforcedbyany

stateinstitution.

2.Theroleofthecourts:

Thecourtsmustbereadytohandleallcasesofabuse.TheHighCourtmaydirector
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orderanindividualorinstitutiontoperform certainfunctionsorprohibitanillegalaction.

Ourlawyersandjudgesmustbefair,firm andimpartialintheadministrationofjustice

3.Practicingdemocraticsystem ofgovernment:

Inademocraticgovernment,anaggrievedpersoncangotocourtandseekredressfor

allmannersofhumanrightabuse.Butinmilitarygovernment,itisdifficulttodoso.

4.TheroleofCommissiononHumanrightsandAdministrativeJustice(CHRAJ)

The1992ConstitutionestablishedCHRAJtoinvestigatecomplaintsofadministrative

injustices,abuseofpower,corruption,andunfairtreatmentofanindividualbyapublic

officeroraninstitution.CHRAJseestoitthattheRuleoflawisrespectedandobserved.

5.TheroleoftheDomesticViolenceandVictim SupportUnit(DOVVSU):

DOVVSUmonitorsandarrestindividualswhoabusehumanrightsofanotherperson.

Theyprocesscasesofhumanrightsabusestheyhaveinvestigatedinthelaw court.

Theyalsousetheirfacilitiestoeducateandinform pupilsandstudentsonwhattodo

whentheirrightsareabusedbyanotherperson.

6.TheroleoftheFederationofInternationalWomenLawyers–Ghana(FIDA):

FIDAserviceasanadvocatedbodyforwomengroupsandabusedpersons.

Itpublishesnewsletters,magazines,andpamphletsontherightsandfreedom of

personsmostlyabused.

7.TheroleofNationalCouncilonWomenandDevelopment(NCWD):

Thisisanationalbodyresponsibleforprotectingtheinterestofwomeningeneral.Itis

responsibleforcoordinatingallissuesonwomeninthecountry.

8.TheroleofAmnestyInternational:

Thisisan internationalnon-governmentalorganization thatconductsresearch on

humanrightsabuses.Theyalsodemandjusticeforthosewhoserightshavebeen

abused.

9.TheroleofDepartmentandSocialWelfare:

Theirroleistoprotecttherightsofchildrenandthevulnerableinsociety

10.TheroleofNationalCommissiononCivicEducation(NCCE):

TheNCCismandatedbythe1992ConstitutionofGhanatoeducatethepublicontheir

rightsandfreedom sothattheycanfightagainstallformsofhumanrightabuseswhen

theyoccur.Theyhavehelpedlearners’adstudentstoform CivicClubstoenablethem
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addresssomehumanrightsandfreedom issues.

11.Education:

Itisdifficulttoabusetherightsofpersonswhentheyareawareoftheirrightsand

freedoms.

12.Enforcementofthelaw:

TheGhanaPoliceServiceandotherinstitutionsmustbeequippedtoeffectivelyenforce

lawordertoenhancetheprotectionofhumanrightandfreedomsofGhanaians.

13.Theroleofthemedia:

Themediamustalsoplaytheirwatchdogrolebyexposingallformsofabusethrough

theireditorialsorprogrammes.Radio,television,newspapers,andmagazinesmust

exposeallformsofhumanrightsabusebyhighlightingthem forthepublic.


